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and still is, alleged by Unionists that Irish inde-
pendence would mean a breach of the bond which
constitutes the integrity of the British Archipelago,
and holds it together as a single State of the first
order. Granting the existence of a steady move-
ment towards the emancipation of nationalities in
modern Europe, there is, they say, another move-
ment towards the formation of great agglomera-
tions, and this movement, whenever the two have
collided, has proved the stronger, as in the examples
already cited of Switzerland and America, to which
may be added the attempted Federal Republic of
Spain in 1873.

Again, Irish independence would mean more
than the deduction of so much territory and popu-
lation from the resources of Britain ; it would mean
their addition to the resources of any Power with
which we might at any time be at war. More
especially, it would mean the conversion of an
island only four hours' steam from England's
shores into a permanent outpost of the United
States, with its millions of American-Irish citizens
in a state of permanent conspiracy for the destruc-
tion of England and her empire.

To these alarmist prophecies the English Home
Rulers replied that there was no wish to break up
the unity of the archipelago or of the empire : what
Ireland wanted was not national independence,
but autonomy, liberty to manage her own affairs
in her own way. So much had been conceded,
with the happiest results, to England's great trans-
oceanic colonies; and the same results might
reasonably be expected to follow from Home Rule.
Experience also showed that somewhat similar